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Welcome to the 2025 Joint Base Andrews Air Show!

Welcome to the 2025 Joint Base Andrews Air Show, “Where Legacy Fuels the Future.” This
event is more than a display of military aviation—it is a tribute to the history, excellence,
and innovation that continue to define our armed forces.

Within this media kit, you will find the essential resources to support your coverage,
including background materials, schedules, and key contacts. Our goal is to ensure you
have the tools you need to share the story of our service members, their mission, and the
unique experience this air show provides to the community.

We are grateful for your partnership in helping us highlight the dedication and
accomplishments of the men and women who serve. Should you require further
information or assistance, please do not hesitate to reach out to our Public Affairs Office.

Sincerely,

Maj. Katrina Cheesman
Chief, 316" Wing Public Affairs
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JBA Social Media

e Tags: #AndrewsAirShow
e Facebook: @JointBaseAndrews @AndrewsAirshow

Fact sheets

e Air Force District of Washington
e 316" Wing

« Naval Air Facility Washington

e 89" Airlift Wing

e 113" Wing

e 459" Air Refueling Wing

Current Media Schedule
Wednesday, Sept. 10

e Thunderbirds Arrival: The USAF Thunderbirds will arrive at Joint Base Andrews at 1
p.m. Media are invited to cover their aerial maneuvers prior to landing and conduct
plane-side interviews after arrival. Please plan to arrive by 12:15 p.m. for access
and set-up.

Thursday, Sept. 11

e Aerial Demo Teams Arrival: 12 p.m.: Rhino Demo Team & F-15, 1 p.m.: UH-60 &
UH-72, 3 p.m.: EA-37, 4 p.m.: C-17 Demo Team & Golden Knights, 5 p.m.: Rob
Schmidle & HH-60W, 6:30 p.m.: F-35 Demo Team

e Commander’s Cheerleader Pet the Jet: TBD

Friday, Sept. 12

¢ Air Show Media Day: This is a practice day for performers, and we will offer
opportunities for media members to cover aerial demonstrations and conduct
interviews with participants, air show organizers, and base leadership.

e STEAM Day: Over 300 K-12 schools and organizations will be attending the Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math exhibition at Hangar 4. The event will
feature hands-on exhibits, interactive activities, and live demonstrations from units
across Joint Base Andrews and partners throughout the National Capital Region.

o F-35 & Rhino Demo Team Q&A: The demo teams will be hosting a Q&A
segment with all the students. This is an opportunity for students to interact
with the demo teams and get insight on what it is like to be on an aerial
demonstrations team. Time: 9 a.m.

316th Wing Public Affairs
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e Thunderbirds Reenlistment Ceremony: Joint Base Andrew Airmen will be
reenlisting during the JBA 2025 Air Show. This is a special moment for not just the
Airmen but the USAF. This moment marks the continued commitment to our nation
but also the service and sacrifice that comes with supporting our country. Time: 3
p.m.

e Thunderbirds Autograph line: The Thunderbirds will be meeting guests and singing
autographs. This is an opportunity to have face-to-face interaction and capture the
joy air shows bring to families. Time: 4:40 p.m.

e Hometown Hero Flight: The USAF Thunderbirds will fly a 316th Wing “Hometown
Hero” in an F-16 Fighting Falcon. Dr. Barbara Gruber will be recognized this year as
the Joint Base Andrews Hometown Hero. Dr. Gruber has had many contributions to
the community, she currently serving as the Assistant Director for Education and
Public Outreach at the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAQO), where she
leads efforts to connect diverse audiences with the wonders of radio astronomy and
the broader STEM fields. Time: 4:45 p.m.

e Washington National, Washington Commanders & Baltimore Ravens “Pet the
Jet”: TBD — mascots and sports team staff will get an up-close look at military
aircraft and connect with the service members (note: no players at this time)

Saturday, Sept. 13

e Thunderbirds “Pet the Jet”: Scout Troop 128 will be doing a Pet the Jet with the
Thunderbirds. Troop 128 was founded in 1924, marking over 100 years of
community service. The troops will get to meet some of the T-Birds and get an up-
close experience with the fighter jet. Time: 12 p.m.

e Thunderbirds Enlistment Ceremony: Young women and men will be marking their
start in the USAF at the Joint Base Andrews Air Show. The Thunderbirds will be doing
the honors in welcoming the newest Airmen to the USAF this weekend. Time: 3:23
p.m.

e Thunderbirds Autograph line: The Thunderbirds will be meeting guests and singing
autographs. This is an opportunity to have face-to-face interaction and capture the
joy air shows bring to families. Time: 4:40 p.m.

e Heritage Speakers: TBD

Sunday, Sept. 14

e Thunderbirds Autograph line: The Thunderbirds will be meeting guests and signing
autographs. This is an opportunity to have face-to-face interaction and capture the
joy air shows bring to families. Time: 4:10 p.m.

e Thunderbirds VIP Educator Tour: Educators from the community were selected to
take partin a tour led by the one and only Thunderbirds. They get to learn about the
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(240) 612-4430 4

316wg.pa.mediaoperations@us.af.mil www.jba.af.mil/air-show



aircraft and the team right on the flightline. This engagement will highlight the
appreciation for the educators of our communities teaching the future generations.
Time: 4:20 p.m.

Media Credentials and Parking

Media credentials and parking passes will be
provided before Sept. 11 to those who are
approved.

If your organization plans to attend an event butis
unable to assign someone at this time, please
provide contact info to the best of your ability. If
you prefer to provide your EAL information over
the phone, please call 240-612-4430. Those who
cannot provide EAL information prior to the
deadline should arrive at least 45 minutes prior to
the show times listed for each event to allow time
to process through the Visitor Control Center
(VCC) at 1832 Robert M. Bond Drive. Please know
that VCC processing times vary depending on the
volume of visitors and arriving to the event on time
is not guaranteed.

Those who do not submit EAL information will
need to enter with the general public via the
shuttles running between Northwest Stadium in
Landover, Maryland, and Joint Base Andrews.

For any questions about the RSVP process or this
media kit, please contact the media team at
316wg.pa.mediaoprations@us.af.mil or call 240-
612-4430.

Airfield Map (Link)
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Static Displays (Link)

Aerial Demonstrations Performances

e U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds: The U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration
Squadron, the Thunderbirds, performs precision aerial maneuvers
demonstrating the capabilities of Air Force high performance aircraft to
people throughout the world. The Thunderbirds squadron is an Air
Combat Command unit composed of eight pilots (including six
demonstration pilots), four support officers, three civilians and more than
130 enlisted personnel performing in 25 career fields.
o Website - Fact Sheet
o Social Media (@AFThunderbirds) - Facebook — X - Instagram
o B-Roll-DVIDS Hub
e U.S. Army Golden Knights: The United States Army Parachute Team, nicknamed the
Golden Knights, is a demonstration and competition parachute team of the United
States Army. It consists of demonstration and competition parachutist teams, drawn
from all branches of the U.S. Army. Members must demonstrate excellence in
parachuting.
o LinkTree - Fact Sheet
o Social Media - Facebook - X -Instagram
e F-18 Rhino Demo Team: The Rhino Demo Team showcases the mobility, versatility, and
power of the U.S. Navy’s F/A-18F Super Hornet, nicknamed the “Rhino.” The Rhino
Demo Team is based at Naval Air Station Oceana in Virginia Beach, Virginia, and the
aircrew and maintainers are members of the Navy’s largest squadron: VFA-106, known
as the “Gladiators.”
o Social Media (@RhinoDemoTeam) - Facebook - Instagram - X
o B-Roll - https://www.dvidshub.net/video/854873/f-18-demo-team-preforms-
atoh
e C-17 East Coast Demo Team: The C-17 Demonstration Team is based at Joint Base
Charleston, S.C., performs at air shows around the country to showcase the
capabilities of the Globemaster lll.
o FactSheet
o Social Media (@C17eastcoastdemoteam) - Facebook - Instagram
o B-Roll-DVIDS Hub
e F-35A Lightning Il Demo Team: Formerly known as the F-35A Heritage Flight Team, the
F-35A Lightning Il Demonstration Team transitioned to a single-ship demonstration
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team while stationed at Luke AFB, Arizona, as part of the 56th Fighter Wing under Air
Education Training Command.
o Website - Fact Sheet
o Social Media (@F35demoteam) - Facebook - X - Instagram
o B-Roll-DVIDS Hub
o B-Roll - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLYWZJ1_ZuvOrrsOhNBGErg
e U.S. Naval Academy Parachute Team: The USNA Parachute Team (USNAPT) is an all-
volunteer team of Midshipmen skydivers. USNAPT performs demonstration skydives
and competes against universities from across the nation at the USPA Collegiate
Nationals tournament.
o Website
o Social Media (@USNAParachute) - Facebook - Instagram
o B-Roll - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIrXLnzu-
O_knVv68i0B86A?app=desktop
¢ Rooster Aerobatics: Rooster Aerobatics offers specialized flight training in aerobatics,
tailwheel transition, and Pitts biplane checkouts for all skill levels, from beginners to
advanced competitors, at locations in Virginia and Maryland. Led by retired Marine
Corps aviator Lieutenant General Bob “Rooster” Schmidle, Rooster Aerobatics brings
decades of military aviation experience to each lesson, alongside thrilling air show
performances in his Pitts S2-B, captivating audiences with daring maneuvers and a
passion for flying.
o Website
o Social Media (@RoosterAerobatics) - Instagram
o B-Roll- Google Drive
e Aarron Deliu: Aarron Deliu is an Australian professional aerobatic pilot, international
airshow performer, and commercial business jet pilot, with a passion for aviation that
began at the age of 14. By 15, he achieved his first solo flight in a glider and transitioned
to powered aircraft by the time he was 16.
o Website - Media Kit
o Social Media (@AaronDeliu) - Instagram - Youtube
o B-Roll - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXbFIKtgG4Y
e Goulian Aerosports: Goulian Aerosports is a professional air show team that performs
at air shows in North America. Pilot and aerobatic performer, Michael Goulian also
competed in the Red Bull Air Race World Championship worldwide.
o Website - Media Kit
o Social Media - Facebook (@GoulianAerosports) - Instagram (@Mike_Goulian) -
Youtube
o B-Roll-Dropbox
e RJ Gritter Airshows: The son of a test pilot dad and a flight instructor mom, RJ has been
in the cockpit his entire life. Growing up in Greensboro, North Carolina, he started flying
before he was tall enough to see over the instrument panel! He soloed on his 16th
birthday and got his private pilot license on his 17th.
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o Website - Media Kit
o Social Media - Facebook (@gritterdone) - Instagram (@rjgritter)
o B-Roll - Google Drive

ADDITIONAL CENTRALIZED B-ROLL FOR EACH PERFORMER CAN BE FOUND HERE!

Hometown Hero

Barbara Gruber, PhD
Thunderbirds Hometown Hero

Barbara Gruber is the Assistant Director for Education and
Public Outreach at the National Radio Astronomy Observatory
(NRAO), where she leads efforts to connect diverse audiences
with the wonders of radio astronomy and the broader STEM
fields. With more than two decades of experience in education,
program management, and instructional design, she has built a
distinguished career developing innovative STEM programs that
inspire students, educators, and the public.

Previously, Barbara served as Assistant Director of Education at

the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum, where she
oversaw nationally recognized programs such as the Teacher Innovator Institute and the S.H.E. Can Aviation
Camp, and led the creation of engaging virtual and in-person learning experiences that expanded access
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Her career also includes leadership roles in K-12 education, instructional
technology, and STEM curriculum design for Loudoun County Public Schools and the Department of Defense
Education Activity.

Barb’s dedication has earned her national acclaim. She was honored with the Award of Achievement for
Contributions to Aviation from the Ninety-Nines and the Mervin K. Strickler Jr. Aerospace Education
Leadership Award from the National Coalition for Aviation and Space Education, recognizing her as one of the
nation’s most impactful STEM educators. A recipient of the 20 to Watch Educational Technology Leader
award from the National School Boards Association, she is widely recognized for her leadership in expanding
access to STEM and aviation pathways.
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David Schultz
Air Boss

David Schultz, president and owner of David Schultz Airshows, is
the air boss for the 2025 Joint Base Andrews Airshow. A pioneer
in Airshow Standardization, David is recognized by the FAA for his
innovation in Standards that increase air show safety. He is an
honorary U.S. Army Golden Knight and is well-respected by
international militaries and civilian performers. David is FAA-
authorized as an air boss-multi venue.

David has provided Air boss duties to military locations such as

Naval Base Ventura County, CA; Dover AFB, Delaware; and

Tyndall AFB, Florida, among others. He has experience

conducting airshows at airports with commercial air service such as in Flint, MI; North Charleston, S.C. (Joint Base
Charleston); and in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. He also has experience with beachfront airshows such as Biloxi,
Mississippi; Atlantic City, New Jersey; and Corpus Christi Bayfront, TX, among other over-water locations.

For nearly three decades, David has instructed airshow performers and organizers on airshow safety, operations,
and planning. He is a regular speaker at regional Airshow Meetings in North America and conducts airshow
coordination, planning, and operations with events nationwide.

David has set the standard for Airshow Performer Briefings, praised as the "Best in the Business" for over two
decades by performers, military, safety officials, and the FAA.

Mike McFarland
Air Show Announcer

Mike McFarland will be your announcer for the 2025 Joint Base
Andrews Air Show. With over 30 years of airshow experience -
more than 20 of which as an announcer with Schultz Airshows -
Mike is one of our highly sought after airshow announcers and
he is very knowledgeable on aerobatic routines, military tactical
demonstrations, warbirds and vintage aircraft histories.

Mike is a very entertaining emcee for any aerial event, having
also won a Tellie Award for his work in television. He has
provided announcing duties at military and civilian airshows
across the continental United States from Alaska to New Jersey
and in front of crowds exceeding 300,000 spectators.

Mike has worked with all the major jet teams, parachute teams, and single-ship tactical demonstration teams
including the Pacific Air Forces F-16 Viper Demo Team. His announcing duties at military airshows include locations
such as Eielson AFB, Alaska; Dover AFB, Delaware; Joint Base Andrews; Naval Air Station Kingsville, Texas; F.E.
Warren AFB, Wyoming; and many others. He has also announced air shows at locations such as Great Bend,
Kansas; Chickasha and El Reno, Oklahoma; and Corpus Christi and South Padre Island, Texas; to name a few.

316th Wing Public Affairs
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Col. Nathan Malafa

Thunderbirds Commander

Col. Nathan Malafa is the commander/leader of the U.S. Air Force Air Demonstration
Squadron, Thunderbird 1. In addition to flying the No. 1 jet and leading all air
demonstrations, he commands the 130-person squadron. He earned his commission in
2005 through Purdue University's Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps as a
distinguished graduate. He enjoys adventuring with his family and friends, playing
sports, and learning new skills. Nathan is a graduate of Euro- NATO Joint Jet Pilot
Training and U.S. Air Force Weapons School; he later transitioned to Operational Test in
2015. He is a command pilot with over 3,500 fighter hours across the F-15E, F-35A, and
F-16C/D and has accumulated 844 combat hours in support of Operations Enduring
Freedom, Resolute Support, Noble Eagle, and Inherent Resolve. He is in his second
season with the team and hails from Hartland, Michigan.

Lt. Col. Alan Wilson
U.S. Army Golden Knights Commander

Lt. Col. Alan Wilson commissioned into the Army as an Infantry officer from
the University of Vermont ROTC. He served as a heavy weapons platoon leader,
company executive officer, and future operations officer with 2-235 Airborne
Infantry Regiment in 2nd Brigade of the 82nd Airborne Division. Upon
graduation from the Special Forces Qualification Course, Lt. Col. Wilson was
assigned as a special forces officer to 3rd Special Forces Group (Airborne)
serving in multiple Battalions. Wilson also served in a variety of staff positions
at units including 3rd Special Forces Group (Airborne), the Special Operations
Joint Task Force-Operation Inherent Resolve and 1st Special Forces Command
(Airborne). Prior to arriving at the U.S. Army Parachute Team, Lt. Col. Wilson
served at Special Operations Command Africa in Stuttgart Germany. Wilson
has multiple deployments to Iraq, Haiti, Niger, and Tajikistan in support of
overseas contingency operations and humanitarian assistance operations.

Maj. Melanie Kluesner

F-35A Lightning Il Demonstration Team Commander

Maj. Melanie Kluesner is the commander, F-35A Lightning Il Demonstration Team,
388th Fighter Wing, Hill Air Force Base, Utah. She provides operational oversight and
direction for the 13-personnel team, to include maintenance, aircrew flight equipment,
and public affairs Airmen. Maj. Kluesner entered the Air Force in 2015 after receiving
her distinguished graduate commission from the U.S. Air Force Reserve Officer Training
Program at the University of Southern California. She is an experienced fighter pilot
with more than 800 flying hours in the F-16C Fighting Falcon, F-35B, and F-35A
Lightning Il. Her flying assignments include Undergraduate Pilot Training at Sheppard
AFB, Texas, and fighter training in the F-16C at Luke AFB, Arizona, in the F-35A at Eglin
AFB, Florida, and in the F-35B at MCAS Beaufort, S.C. Operational assignments include
Kunsan Air Base, Republic of Korea, a U.S. Marine Corps exchange at Marine Core Air
Station in lwakuni, Japan, Luke AFB, Arizona, and Hill Air Force Base, Utah. In 2020, she
became the first USAF pilot to deploy in the F-35B.

316th Wing Public Affairs
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Maj. Gen. Daniel A. DeVoe

AFDW Commander

Maj. Gen. Daniel A. DeVoe is the commander of the Air Force District of
Washington and the 320th Air Expeditionary Wing, headquartered at Joint Base
Andrews, Maryland. AFDW is the Air Force component to the Joint Task Force-
National Capital Region and is responsible for organizing, training and equipping
combat forces for aerospace expeditionary forces, homeland operations, civil
support, national special security events and ceremonial events. AFDW also
provides major-command-level support for 33,000 military and civilian personnel
assigned worldwide.

Maj. Gen. DeVoe received his commission from the U.S. Air Force Academy. As an
aircraft maintenance officer, he held multiple positions to include back-shop
engine repair, quality assurance and sustainment program management.
Following undergraduate navigator training, he held multiple flying assignments
as a C-130 adverse weather aerial delivery system navigator, instructor, evaluator,
prime nuclear airlift force navigator and C-130 weapons officer. Maj. Gen. DeVoe
has flown more than 440 combat hours supporting operations in the Balkans,
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria. He served as both a contingency response Airman
and an air advisor, as well as on the Headquarters Air Force and U.S. Central
Command staffs.

Maj. Gen. DeVoe commanded a Global Mobility Squadron, served as an Air Expeditionary Wing vice wing
commander, commanded an Airlift Wing including the C-130 Center of Excellence and Formal Training Unit
and commanded the 618th Air Operations Center (Tanker Airlift Control Center). Prior to his current
assignment, General DeVoe was the director, Integration and Innovation, Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategy,
Integration and Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, the Pentagon, Arlington, Virginia.

316th Wing Public Affairs
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Col. Jun. S. Oh

316th Wing and Installation Commander

Col. Jun S. Oh is the commander of the 316th Wing, Air Force District of
Washington, and the Installation Commander of Joint Base Andrews-
Naval Air Facility Washington, Maryland. The 316th Wing is the host wing
for Joint Base Andrews-Naval Air Facility Washington, providing security,
personnel, contracting, finance, medical and infrastructure support for
five wings, three headquarters, and more than 80 tenant organizations, as
well as 60,000 Airmen and families in the National Capital Region and
around the world. The 316th Wing supports contingency operations in our
nation’s capital with immediate response rotary-wing assets. The wing
also provides security for the world’s highest visibility flightline,
supporting the President of the United States and other senior leaders.

Col. Oh entered the Air Force in 2002 as a graduate of the Reserve Officer
Training Corps from The Ohio State University. He earned his wings in
2004 and is a command pilot with more than 2,000 hours, primarily in the
UH-1N Huey helicopter. He has had the privilege of serving in multiple
leadership positions across three major commands around the world.

This is his fourth assignment at Andrews — was an assistant flight

commander with the 1st Helicopter Squadron from January 2004 to

August 2008, 1st HS commander from April 2016 to June 2018, and AFDW director of safety from June 2021 to
June 2022.

Prior to his current assignment, Col. Oh was the 374th Operations Group commander at Yokota Air Base,
Japan.

316th Wing Public Affairs
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United States Air Force Enlisted Ranks

No
E-1 AB Airman Basic i
Insignia
E-2 Amn Airman
E-3 AlC Airman First Class
E-4 SrA Senior Airman
E-5 SSgt Staff Sergeant
E-6 Tsgt Technical Sergeant
E-7 MSgt Master Sergeant
E-7 MSgt Master Sergeant (with diamond)
E-8 SMSgt Senior Master Sergeant

E-8 SMSgt Senior Master Sergeant (with diamond)

E-9 CMSgt Chief Master Sergeant
E-9 CMSGT Chief Master Sergeant (with diamond)

E-9 ccm Command Chief Master Sergeant

E-9
CMSAF  Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force
Special
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0-1 2" 1t
0-2 15 Lt
0-3 Capt
0-4 Maj
0-5 Lt Col
0-6 Col

0-7 Brig Gen

0-8 MajGen

0-9 Lt Gen

0-10 Gen
Special GAF

316th Wing Public Affairs
(240) 612-4430
316wg.pa.mediaoperations@us.af.mil

United States Air Force Officer Ranks

Second Lieutenant

First Lieutenant

Captain

Major

Lieutenant Colonel

Colonel
Brigadier General

Major General

Lieutenant General

General

General of the Air Force
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JOINT BASE ANDREWS &

WHERE LEGACY FUELS THE FUTURE

Public Affairs Contact Information

Media Chief: Mr. Matt Ebarb

PAO: 1st Lt Noelle Grey

NCOIC: SSgt Alex Broome

Email: 316wg.pa.mediaoperations@us.af.mil
Office numbers: 240-612-4428/4430

Air Show Media Operations: 301-543-7447

Website: www.jba.af.mil
DVIDS Hub: DVIDS - 316th Wing Public Affairs (dvidshub.net)

DVIDS - Thunderbirds at Andrews
Joint Base Andrews Naval Air Facility | Flickr

www.facebook.com/AndrewsAirshow/

www.facebook.com/jointbaseandrews

EMERGENCY INFORMATION

In the unlikely event of an emergency, it is crucial that you first seek personal safety and
shelter as directed by the Air Boss and emergency first responders. Andrews’ emergency
responders will properly contain the situation, and they will issue safety alerts and
further directions. All media are asked to heed these alerts until the situation is cleared
by emergency personnel. Unless the situation warrants otherwise, the media tent will be
the media rendezvous point. A 316" Wing Public Affairs representative will be present to
give you further directions, all questions will be answered to the best of our ability based
on the situation and the information available.
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